
5. Lotus Eaters 
 
Time 10.00 am 
Place: Westland Row 
Organ: genitals 
In the Odyssey Odysseus spends some time on the island of the Lotus Eaters. When his 
followers eat the leaves of the lotus plant they become lethargic and no longer wish to 
journey on, obliging Odysseus to drive them back to the ship against their will. The chapter 
echoes the theme of paralysis evident in Dubliners and two of the characters who appear in 
Dubliners appear in this chapter, C P McCoy and Bantam Lyons. In the course of his 
meandering walk up Westland Row Bloom makes constant references to narcotics  and in 
particular to the twin opiates of the Irish – the Roman Catholic religion and Guinness porter. 
 
It is evident that either Bloom is in no hurry or that he is anxious to avoid being followed, as 
he takes a circuitous route to Westland Row Post Office to pick up a letter. He passes a Post 
Office on Sir John Rogerson’s Quay which he could equally have used, and his route is in 
the form of a question mark which could suggest that he is a little bit uncomfortable with the 
purpose of his journey. His demeanor suggests a certain languor as he passes the time 
while waiting to go to Paddy Dignam’s funeral. This languor is also evident in his inner 
conversations. 
 
Westland Row at the time was a prosperous street inhabited by professionals including 
several dentists and solicitors, the offices of the railway company, a hotel (the Grosvenor) 
and the Belfast and Oriental Tea company.  There was  a Christian Brothers’ school and a 
RC Church. There are constant references to the arts of Botany and Chemistry, and the use 
of the pseudonym Flower evokes the original Hungarian family name of Virag, which actually 
translates as ‘flower’. 
 
Themes 

• Narcotics: religion and Guinness, the twin opiates of the Irish 
• Surreptitious correspondence. Bloom is also unfaithful - platonically. 
• CP McCoy: put his name down for the funeral. ‘Who’s getting it up?’ in reference 

to the concert tour 
• ‘Cigar has a cooling effect. Narcotic’ 
• ‘Good idea the Latin. Stupefies them first’. Religion as opiate of the people, and 

the church as an opium den. Hokypoky = Hoc est corpus meum. Notion of 
confession – crawthumpers you couldn’t trust e.g. Carey who betrayed the 
Invincibles was a daily communicant while plotting murder. ‘They’re not straight 
men of business either’. Notices that the priest distributes the bread of 
communion (lotus leaves)  but not the wine – ‘Pious fraud but quite right’ - attract 
all the drunks. Monks in the monastery making alcohol – Benedictine, Green 
Chartreuse. ‘Healthy too, chanting, regular hours, then brew liqueurs’ 

• Mention of Rev. John Conmee SJ and the mission to China 
• Sweny’s for Molly’s lotion: . ‘Enough stuff here to chloroform  you’. Thinks he 

should have a bath around the corner and purchases a bar of lemon soap 
• ‘The first fellow that picked an herb to cure himself had a bit of pluck’ 
• Throwaway: Bloom unwittingly causes confusion in his encounter with Bantam 

Lyons. Image of Trojan horse 
• Advertisements: Plumtree’s potted meat; bicycle races in Trinity 
• Turkish bath on Nassau St at the junction with Lincoln Place. ‘Limp father of 

thousands’ 


