
Episode 17: Ithaca 
 
Place: 7 Eccles St. 
Time: 2.00 am 
Organ: Skeleton 
Technic: Catechism 
 
In the Odyssey, Odysseus, still in rags, and Telemachus have to break into their own house 
surreptitiously. Ulysses is annoyed to find that the furniture has been moved about (he had 
just gone out!). Penelope had finally yielded to the suitors and had agreed to marry the suitor 
who can string the bow of Odysseus. Astonishingly, the ragged beggar is the only one who 
can do it. Ulysses’s identity is revealed. He and Telemachus lock the suitors in a room and 
slaughter them all. They then clean the house and Ulysses joins Penelope in the bedroom 
where he eventually, through their shared remembrances, convinces her of his identity. 
 
Bloom and Stephen walk the length of Beresford Place, Gardiner St., and Mountjoy Sq. 
West, Temple St., Hardwicke Place, crossing in front of St. George’s church before 
eventually arriving in Ithaca, 7 Eccles St. The style is catechistic, parodying the RC 
catechism, and the entire chapter is stripped of any emotion or interior monologue. ‘Reality’ 
is presented in a dry factual way. The questions are factual and the answers respond only to 
the terms of the limited questions. We learn quite a bit more about the protagonists: ‘the 
construction of character by odds and ends’ is supplemented by some more straightforward 
narrative. We also get an explanation of several events which occurred earlier in the day. 
 
In Ulysses, Bloom, who had forgotten his key (Freudian slip!), enters the house by an 
unconventional route, climbing over the railings and dropping down to the area (he had 
written to his aunt Josephine from Zurich to investigate the feasibility of this manoeuvre!), 
entering by the lower door. He then lets Dedalus in the front door. (In reality, Joyce 
experienced precisely this adventure with his friend J F Byrne when he visited him at 7 
Eccles Street in 1909!) 
 
Bloom makes cocoa for Stephen, and continues the earlier discussion, scientist and artist, 
ranging over many topics: race, advertising, physical exercise, the desirability of having 
licensed brothels, astronomy, religion. They discovered they had both been baptised by the 
same priest the Rev. Charles Malone church of the 3 Patrons Rathgar (it was Bloom’s third 
baptism, one protestant and two catholic!) 
 
Eventually, they exit through the back door, urinate side by side in the garden (male 
bonding!), reflect on the nature of the stars before Dedalus exits the side door into the lane, 
to go we know not where. Bloom re-enters the house, is irritated by the way the furniture has 
been moved about; notes the evidence of Boylan’s earlier presence including sheet music 
for Love’s Old Sweet Song on the piano where he had been practising with Molly. He checks 
his papers to see that nothing is missing and ruminates for a while on his ideal home and 
way of life. He does his accounts for the day. He then goes to the bedroom and gives Molly 
an edited version of how he spent the day. He climbs into bed, upside down, feet to the top 
of the bed, he, lying S.E. by E; she N.W by W. Bloom kisses Molly on her buttocks and goes 
to sleep. Bloom and Molly have not had sexual intercourse since the death of Rudy, 10 
years, 5 months and 18 days ago! 
 

• The Hungarian association is spelt out and details of the death of Rudolph 
Virag/Bloom 

• Contrast in their approach to literature: Bloom sought solutions for practical problems 
of life in Shakespeare rather than enjoyment 



• In Joyce’s view, Odysseus was the only good mind among the Greeks. Bloom is not 
a good fighter, but his mind cannot be subdued.  

• There is mention of Miss Morkan who also appears in The Dead and of Mrs. Riordan 
who once lived with the Dedalus family and appears in A Portrait of the Artist. 

• ‘Which domestic problem as much as, if not more than, any other frequently engaged 
his mind? What to do with our wives’ 

 


