
Episode 16: Eumaeus 
Place: cabman’s shelter, Butt bridge 
Time: 1.00 am 
Symbol: sailors 
Organ: nerves 
 
When Odysseus returned eventually to Ithaca, he remained disguised as a beggar lest he be 
attacked by Penelope’s suitors. The goddess Athena sends him to the hut of Eumaeus, a 
swine herd who has been a loyal friend of the family. Athena also informs Ulysses of the 
wanderings of his son Telemachus and guides Telemachus to the same spot, where 
Odysseus reveals his identity. Then, father and son plot the destruction of the suitors and 
their return to Penelope and their home. 
 
At the conclusion of Circe, when leaving the brothel, Stephen is struck by a soldier, private 
Carr, in a dispute over a girl. Bloom picks him up and dusts him down ‘in orthodox Samaritan 
fashion’. They have adjourned to the cabman’s shelter near Butt bridge presided over by an 
old Fenian called Skin the Goat, famous for having driven the cab in which the assasins 
escaped after the Phoenix Park murders in 1882.There, exhausted, they rest awhile. They 
begin to converse, and Bloom is anxious to impress his young companion with his own 
knowledge. It is apparent that there is little ease in the relationship. This is the curious climax 
of Ulysses - the coming together of father and son after their long voyages. The event is 
marked by having a drink of very poor coffee and a practically inedible bun together. This is 
of course a parody of Last Supper and the consecration of the Eucharist in the Christian 
tradition. Bloom shows Dedalus a photograph of Molly and suggests that they might form a 
professional relationship as singers. A summer tour along the English seaside resorts is 
suggested with Bloom as manager. (Interestingly the possibility of such a tour occurred to 
Joyce himself and forms the substance of a letter to Gogarty displayed in the Tower in 
Sandycove).This self-revealing of himself parallels the self-revealing of Odysseus to 
Telemachus, whom he hasn’t seen in 20 years when Telemachus was an infant! Another 
character in the shelter as well as Skin the Goat is the sailor W B Murphy, who has arrived in 
the harbour on the three master Rosevean referred to in Proteus. He has stories to tell and 
displays a tattoo on his chest which can be made to smile or scowl. Murphy himself, the 
wandering sailor is returning home to his long-suffering wife and son and who knows wh. His 
son has himself gone to sea. His story resonates with the tale of Odysseus. 
 
This chapter parallels Telemachus (episode 1) and there is a contrast between the three 
young men of the early chapter and the three older men in Eumaeus. The narrative in 
Telemachus is vibrant and dynamic, in contrast to the tired and laboured style of Eumaeus. 
Having rested awhile to allow Stephen recover, they walk up Gardiner St. towards Bloom’s 
house. Bloom offers Stephen his arm (Stephen is still groggy) and has offered to put him up 
for the night. 
 

• Constant references to rocks and bricks - Ithaca was a rocky island. The Rosevean 
carried bricks; Gumley the night watchman is guarding a pile of stones nearby; 
Parnell was stoned. 

• WB Murphy has been away for 7 years and expects that his wife awaits him in 
Queenstown. Son has left home to go to sea (parallel with Ulysses and Penelope). 

• Bloom comments disapprovingly on a prostitute (whom he recognises) who sticks 
her head in the entrance. Bloom is all for licensing brothels and having compulsory 
medical inspections. 

• They discuss religion: Bloom is atheist and Dedalus argues for the existence of the 
soul. 



• Bloom espouses a brand of egalitarian materialist socialism (Bloomusalem), which 
Dedalus rejects. As an artist he will not be confined by politics, nationalism and 
obligations to society. Father and son do not reconcile easily. 

• There is a copy of the Evening Telegraph in the shelter containing a report on the 
funeral earlier in the day. CP McCoy and Stephen Dedalus are reported to have 
attended when in fact they were absent! So was the mysterious Mr. McIintosh and 
Mr. L Boom! Deasy’s letter is included and Bloom also sees that Throwaway has 
won the Gold Cup. 

• Parnell and the subject of marital fidelity are discussed 
• Bloom speculates on becoming the agent of Dedalus in pursuing a musical career. 

They are on friendly terms but there is no meeting of minds. 
• Gumley ‘wrapped in the arms of Murphy’. Morpheus was the god of sleep. 
• Bloom flattered to be in Dedalus’s company. 
• Discussion of music. Bloom ‘infinitely preferred the sacred music of the Catholic 

church to anything the opposite shop had to offer’ 
 
 


