
Episode 15: Circe 
 
Place: The Brothel in Nighttown 
Time: 12 midnight 
Symbol: Whore 
Organ: Locomotor Apparatus 
Technic: Hallucination 
 
Odysseus and his men arrived on the island of Circe and a detachment is sent to explore the 
island. They meet with Circe who magically transforms them into pigs. One man escapes 
and alerts Odysseus who meets with Circe but is immune to her spells because of a magic 
herb he had received from Hermes, called moly, which he had been given to protect him in 
just such circumstances! 
 
The group have arrived in Dublin’s red light area, known at the time as ‘Monto’ taking its 
name from Montgomery street. Monto was a notorious red light area at that time and was 
known throughout Europe. Dedalus had been abandoned by Mulligan and Haines at 
Westland Row station and Bloom surmises that they had also doctored his drink. In following 
Stephen to Amiens St station, Bloom inadvertently overshoots his stop and goes to Killester, 
before turning back on the next train. He loses sight of Stephen but finds him eventually in 
the brothel of Bella Cohen in Tyrone St. Stephen is drunk: he plays the piano and dances 
with abandon. Bella tries to defraud Dedalus by overcharging him for services, and Bloom 
prevents it. Dedalus gives him all his money for safekeeping. The rapidly changing 
hallucinations of Stephen cause him to lash out at the chandelier, breaking it with his 
ashplant. The indignant Bella demands compensation, which Bloom settles with Stephen’s 
money, and at considerably less than Bella was demanding! Bloom is protected from Circe’s 
attractions by his own ‘moly’ a potato that his mother gave him and which he has retained as 
a lucky charm all his life. The episode culminates in the attack on Stephen by Private Carr, 
who feels that Stephen has insulted his girl. Stephen is knocked to the ground unconscious 
and Bloom rushes to assist him. The police arrive but are mollified by Corny Kelleher, who 
happens (!) to be in the vicinity.  Bloom is left to attend to Stephen and to remove him from 
the area. The men have become brute animals in the kingdom of Circe.  
 
This rescue reminds us of the real-life rescue of the young James Joyce by Alfred Hunter 
after a similar altercation with a soldier in June 1904. The character of Bloom is in large 
measure based on that of Hunter 
 
The style is difficult because so much of it is hallucinatory and in the form of dreams. Time 
loses its significance and there are rapid movements from one scene to the next. In the 
course of the episode many animate and inanimate objects converse with Bloom and with 
Stephen. They also see apparitions of Stephen’s dead mother and of Bloom’s dead son 
Rudy (and his Hungarian grandfather!). 
 
  



 


